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Where The Issue Les 


The Church of Jesus Christ faces many 
problems today. Some are of minor import- 
ance, some of them are major. We would 


affirm that the major issues stem primarily 


from one single source: The realiability and 
the authority of the Word of God. 


Where men agree on this one matter—and 
it is clearly and unequivocally stated in our 
own Confession of Faith—all other problems 


can be met on a level where they can be re- 


solved. 
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LETTERS 


Marriage - Divorce 
And Remarriage 


Gulfport, Miss. 
May 17, 1952. 


Editor: 


Dear Editor: 

The Report on ‘Marriage, Di- 
vorce, And Remarriage.”’ Approv- 
ed unanimously by the Council 
(?) on Christian Relations and 
the General Assembly’s Board of 
Church Extension,’”’ and published 
in THE OUTLOOK of May 5Bth 
inst., doubtless was made as “the 
result of long and prayerful 
study,’’ and no one would deny 
the problems they tried to face in 
this difficult subject. The prob- 
lems are well presented, but the 
solution offered, particularly for 
“spiritual infidelity” and for re- 
marriage brings a startling new 
attitude toward marriage and di- 
vorce, and particularly a _ treat- 
ment of Jesus’ teachings which 
are bound to be so confusing to 
the common man, who considered 
the Bible as the “only rule of 
faith and practice.”’ If the deduc- 
tions drawn are to be followed, 
the common man is bound to 
draw the conclusion that, to be 
practical, the Bible must be “in- 
terpreted’”’ and hedged about by 
church ‘‘deliverances,’’ just as the 
Roman Church contends! Certain- 
ly he could not feel qualified to 
draw such conclusions as would, 
ultimately, allow the reversal of 
Jesus’ explicit statement in an- 
swer to a question on the subject! 
Neither the Synoptics nor Paul 
seem to give the “freedom”’ to an 
individual minister to remarry 
anyone regardless of “previous 
guilt,”’ else John the Baptist gave 
his life foolishly! 

The plea, defensively, is that a 
few “isolated proof-texts’” may 
not be used to determine Chris- 
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tian behaviour, because they are 
open to more than one interpreta- 
tion, and because they are at var- 
iance with Jesus’ total teachings. 
‘No serious effort has been made 
to find a uniform principle in 
these records and none of the 
teachings give latitude for divorce 
because of ‘“‘incompatibility”’ or 
for “spiritual infidelity.” Our 
standards, we believe, have cor- 
rectly summarized the basic 
causes allowing divorce, i.e. adul- 
tery and desertion. 

The facts seem as follows: 
(Matt. 19:3-12 agrees with Mal. 
2:16). The divorce question was 
a problem then as now. Jesus was 
asked to solve it, possibly to sup- 
port a more liberal attitude cur- 
rent, or being considered: “Can a 
man divorce his wife for any 
cause?”’ Jesus’ answer to that spe- 
cific question simply referred to 
the basic principle of one man 
one woman in the Creation (and 
in present birth statistics). He 
was so uncompromising that they 
reminded Him of Moses allowing 
a bill of divorcement under cer- 
tain circumstances. He replied, 
practically, that in the civil law, 
which Moses gave “for the hard- 
ness of your hearts, but “in the 
beginning it was not so.”’ Then he 
added his severest statement: 
“Whosoever divorces his wife, 
save for unchastity, and marries 
another committeth adultery.’’ He 
so startled his hearers that his dis- 
ciples answered: “If that is the 
case between a man and woman, 
it were better (more expedient) 
not to marry.” Then Jesus ad- 
mitted: “Not all men can receive 
this precept, but only those to 
whom it is given.”’ Are His stan- 
dards too hard for Christians sup- 
posed to have the Holy Spirit’s 
power? Without such intention on 
the part of the framers, practical- 
ly, the re-interpretation seems to 
justify, or logically give way to 
the following deductions: 


1. No saying of Jesus or explicit 
interpretation by Him of a moral 
law is strictly binding, only the 
“spirit of Jesus,’”’ which, appar- 
ently excludes the ‘impossible 
situations” and supposedly is eu- 
daemonistic, i.e. the right to be 
happy. Or was Jesus “unrealistic,” 
simply stating “principles”? to be 
followed if all goes well? Or is 
His teaching so confused that we 
must rely upon our own judg- 
ment, “each case upon its merits,” 
else be accused of being ‘“‘legal- 
istic’’ or “‘literalistic?’” Did the 


Bible be a controlling rule of fai 
and practice? For centuries since 
He came, the Church has taken 
this passage seriously, and it has 
saved many a home, that would 
otherwise have been shipwrecked. 
Does the increase of divorce (and 
other crime) today, and the de- 
crease in home training justify a 
“realistic’’ ‘‘modifying” of His 
statements, a “‘watering down” to 
meet the times? Because other 
“free churches” have done so? 
(Already flagrant instances of 
miscarriage of justice and brutal 
unhappiness has _ resulted 
therein). 

Do not the “total teachings of 
Jesus warn aganst man-made in- 
terpretations and expediency? 
Are we unconsciously being. influ- 
enced by John Dewey’s Pragma- 
tism, that which “works” is 
right?’ 

2. Is not the reasoning of the 
final part of the Report based 
upon the right to marry and re- 
marry until “happiness” is found? 
If a marriage is “spiritually 
dead’’ because of incompatibility, 
or of alcoholism, or what not, no 
one is required to live with an un- 
wanted partner. Paul added the 
answer as to what to do in the case 
of wilful desertion by a non- 
Christian husband, or, if the sit- 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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EDITORIAL 


The Chickens Of Religious 
“Liberalism” Are Coming 


Home To Roost 


“And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up, 
wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? Israel hath 
sinned.” 

If there is to be a resurgence of spiritual power 
in the Church there will have to come a realization 
that God’s Word will have to be honored and be- 
lieved. 

In recent days reports from New York tell of 
church leaders deploring the apathy, weakness and 
lack of spiritual perception among the rank and file 
of church members. 


The simple fact is that we now have a generation 
of church members who have not been fed the spir- 
itual food of the Word of God. No wonder they 
have no unswerving moral convictions, ‘These con- 
victions come from a realization that the Bible i 
the most modern and up-to-date book in the world. 
That in its pages are to be found the answers for 
every personal and national problem of this atomic 
age in which we live. 

Throughout the United States the students in 
the majority of the theological seminaries are grad- 
uated with an impaired view of both the inspiration 
and the authority of the Bible. Church leaders may 
bemoan the spinelessness of the average church 
member but until they recognize that they are but 
seeing an effect from a cause—a people uninstructed 
in the Word of God—the situation will not be 
remedied, 


Not until the bankruptcy of liberal Christianity 
is recognized and admitted can there be improve- 
ment. The ringing assurance of a “Thus saith the 
Lord” will have to be substituted for the “assured 
findings’ of modern scholarship. A humility not yet 
in evidence must come before there will be a change. 


(jod’s Word has been held up to dissection, scru- 
tiny and criticism until some of those responsible 
for the present situation are beginning to become 
alarmed at the effects of teaching and preaching 
based on a book composed of human wisdom and 
error—even fraud—combined with divine truth. 


If there is to be a change in the pew there will 
have to come a mighty revival in institutions of 
learning and in the pulpit. Liberals will have to 
learn that the Word of God is not theirs to be 
“liberal” with as they see fit. It is given to sit in 
judgment on man, not man on it. 


If the churches of America today are filled with 
uninstructed, worldly minded and powerless mem- 
bers there is a reason: 


“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 


“And Aaron said ... 
and there came out this calf.” 


then I cast it into the fre, 
—L.N.B. 


This Is A 


Testimony 


If you should be called upon to face the certainty 
of only twenty-four more hours to live you would 
quickly discard consideration of matters of sec- 
ondary importance and center your thoughts and 
plans on. things having to do with eternity. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, es- 
tablished only ten years ago, is dedicated to a Bible- 
centered testimony to the saving grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and to the fact that the Church’s 
primary task is winning souls to a saving faith in 
the Redeemer. 


We recognize the vital importance of Christians 
being inspired to and trained in the multiplied ac- 
tivities of Christian service at home and abroad, 
and this work of developing the spiritual life and 
work of individual Christians must ever be a part 


of the work of the Church. 


It is our conviction, based on wide observation, 
that in the primary task of winning souls we often 
take too much for granted. Christianity is not in- 
herited, nor is it simply a matter of religious educa- 
tion or personal activity. One is never a Christian 
until he or she has had a personal experience with 
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God. This personal 
experience involves the recognition of one’s own 
sins, confession of and turning from them by simple 
faith in the redeeming work of our Saviour. 


This JouRNAL tries to bear testimony in each 
issue to these fundamental facts with reference to 
the content of Christianity itself and to the trans- 
forming power of our Lord, by which alone we can 
live for His glory and for the advancement of His 
Kingdom. 


This is a testimony to the fact that God has given 
us His Word as a revelation of historical facts and 
divine truths. The efforts to explain away clear 
statements of the Bible, even to flatly deny parts of 


_God’s Word, not only make no contribution to our 


Christian faith but result in destroying faith and in 
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confusing those who come under such teaching. It 1s 
unthinkable that God should have given us a reve- 
lation and that we should now find that revelation 
to be historically inaccurate and morally and spir- 
itually at variance with now known truth. It is the 
constant prayer of those associated in the work of 
THe JourNAL that its pages shall consistently 
glorify our Lord and honor His Word. 


Progress is accomplished through change, but, 
not all change is progress. It is our conviction that 
the Church should avail herself of every suitable 
modern method of preaching the gospel and con- 
ducting the work of the Church. However, we un- 
hesitatingly assert that the content of the gospel 
message has never and will never change. To that 
end we oppose every effort to supplant the gospel 
of personal redemption from sin through the aton- 
ing work of our Lord with a gospel which places its 
chief emphasis on social, moral, economic and po- 
litical reform. We believe that our social order will 
be transformed only as the Church is used to win 
men to personal faith in Jesus Christ. Redemption 
must come before reform and true reform can be 
accomplished in no other way. 


This is also a testimony to the obligation of the 
Christian to support the agencies and institutions of 
the Church. But, this does not imply a blind follow- 
ing in all things and we have not hesitated to offer 
factual evidence and constructive criticism of those 
who in our judgment have departed from either 
wise methods or from historical evangelical truth. 
At the same time we have ever sought to discuss 
principles and methods and not personalities. 


This is a testimony to the unassailable fact that 
the strength of the Church consists not in numbers, 
nor in the size of organizations, but rather in the 
presence and power of God’s Holy Spirit. We are 
convinced that spiritual power goes hand in hand 
with loyal adherence to and faith in the great car- 
dinal doctrines of Christianity and that to deny or 
question these doctrines immediately places a spir- 
itual handicap on those involved. 


This is therefore a testimony to what we believe 
to be an essential fact: that where church union or 
ecclesiastical organizations are effected at the cost 
of compromise, or the ignoring of clearly stated 
Scriptural truths, that union or that organization 
has not contributed to but actually detracted from 
the advancement of God’s Kingdom. 


This JOURNAL also tries to bear a consistent wit- 
ness to the fact that the freedoms and blessings 
which we find in “The American Way of Life” are 
based in Christian truth and practice and will be 
neutralized or destroyed as our people and our 
government supplant the Christian philosophy of 
life by man-made theories. We believe that a policy 
of continued deficit spending, no matter how worthy 
some of the objectives may be, will, if continued as 
at present, eventually destroy the very freedoms and 
blessings we cherish. 
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The testimony of this JouRNAL has been received 
with enthusiasm by many and its growth in the ten 
vears of its existence has been phenomenal. Many 
efforts have been made and are being made to dis- 
credit it and those who are responsible for its pub- 
lication. There are those who try to restrict its cir- 
culation. But, it continues for a testimony to those 
things for which our Church has always stood— 
a testimony based on the Word of God. 


The Greatest Piece 
Of Missionary Work 


In his Smythe Lectures delivered at Columbia 
Theological Seminary recently, President R. T. L. 
Liston, of King College, declared that the greatest 
piece of foreign missionary work since the days of 
the Apostles was that which went on in Geneva in 
the time of Queen Mary of England. Under her 
persecution, about a thousand Protestant ministers 
went to Geneva and studied under Calvin. They 
returned bringing with them their Geneva Version 
of the Bible and such a faith and zeal that these 
Puritans changed the face of Great Britain re- 
ligiously, politically, socially, and economically— 
and the face of America and so modern history. 


With this statement might well be placed the 
article by Professor Fuhrmann, of Gammon, in the 
April issue of Interpretation on Calvin as an Ex- 
positor of Scripture. According to Dr. Fuhrmann, 
the unifying factor in the life of Calvin was that 
he was from first to last an expositor of the Word 
of God. The Word of God as faithfully expounded 
by John Calvin lifted the tone of the religious life 
of Geneva and made it a godly city for two cen- 
turies, changed the face of England and America 
through the Marian exiles—and reached the Con- 
tinent in more ways than there is space here to re- 
late. Our Book of Church Order directs that our 
sermons set forth the teachings of Scripture in their 
proper relation to the needs of the people, and in- 
sists that “‘a text of Scripture should not be used as 
a mere motto.” Beginning at that Scripture— 
Isaiah 53—Phillip preached unto the Ethiopian 
Eunuch—CuristT. —Wnm. C. R. 


Breakers Ahead!! 


The proposal of the Committee on Co-operation 
and Union to exchange 500 ministers of our de- 
nominations for further “acquaintance” is not as 
plausible as might appear on the surface. The op- 
ponents of union do not base their opposition on 
personalities and the exchange of selected repre- 
sentatives from the U.S.A. and United Presby- 
terian Churches is a suave attempt to show that 
‘“‘we are all alike and all believe alike.” 


But, the basic differences have not yet been faced. 
Rather they have been consistently evaded. On 
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June 27 last year we wrote an “Open Letter’ to 
Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson, Moderator of the 
U.S.A. Assembly. Dr. Anderson acknowledged re- 
ceipt of the letter and later did us the honor of pay- 
ing us a personal call; but not one of the issues 
raised was satisfactorily answered. It is the per- 
sistent refusal to face the basic differences between 
our two churches, stemming from the Auburn 
Affirmation, the New Curriculum, and questions of 
administration, etc., which bode ill for possible 


future accord, 


Now the proposal to exchange hundreds ot min- 
isters poses a new problem. 


This will make a difficult situation, The pro- 
ponents of union will bring into our church courts, 
pulpits and institutions brethren from the Northern 
Church who will be attractive, many of them men 
of spiritual power, and all of them able representa- 
tives of their Church. Common courtesy will re- 
quire that even those who oppose union receive 
them and this same courtesy will obviate entering 
into debate with them. 


The difficulty which we face is that in the minds 
of many the issue will be on the plane of personal- 
ities. But, the issue does not have to do with per- 
sonalities, other than in exceptional instances. The 
issue has to do with a principle. It is not the per- 
sonality of an individual which is at stake, it is the 
policy which that individual adheres to and for 
which he votes. 


The majority of those in our Church who favor 
union do so, we believe, for one of four reasons. 


First: There are those whose commitment to the 
ecumenical movement is so final that they favor it, 
even if it involves a possible compromise in doc- 
trinal matters. 


Second: There are those who fully agree with 
the inclusivist policy practiced in the Northern 
Church and who naturally see no reason why we 
should refrain from uniting with them. 


Third: There are a few, in a great minority, 


whose liberal views incline them to the company 
they will find in greater measure in the U.S.A. 


Church. 


Finally: Those who have not evaluated issues 
for themselves but are willing to go along with cer- 
tain individuals or with the crowd. 


On the other hand, the opponents of union hold 
this position also for one or more distinct reasons. 


Some deplore the scuttling of a going church 
organization by its inclusion in an organization so 
large that it would of necessity become only a 
minor part. These believe greater efficiency demands 
the continuation of our Church as a separate entity. 
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In addition, many view with both alarm and dis- 
trust the entrenched liberalism in the Northern 
Church. The Auburn Affirmation has not been for- 
gotten, nor has the fact that many of its signers were 
elevated to posts of highest authority in that Church 
been overlooked. 


The feeling of distrust has been further height- 
ened by the refusal of the Northern members of the 
Committee on Co-operation and Union to include 
in the proposed plan of union the provision, now 
incorporated in our own Book of Church Order, 
that when a minister finds himself out of doctrinal 
accord with the standards of the Church which he 
swears to uphold. he will notify his Session or Pres- 
bytery to that effect. Their refusal to agree to this 
speaks volumes. 


Another objection, and it is an insurmountable 
ene to many, is the New Presbyterian Curriculum 
for Sunday Schools which has been introduced into 
the Sunday Schools in the Northern Church during 
the past year. Dr. Oswald T. Allis, former profes- 
sor at Princeton ‘Theological Seminary, has written 
a devastating critique of this new curriculum, ex- 
posing its dangers and its departure from evan- 
gelical methods. Rather than use the Bible as pri- 
mary source this new curriculum uses the method 
of historical novels about the Bible and Bible char- 
acters and these books again and again take liber- 
ities with the Scripture itself. 


Breakers Ahead!! Yes, it is inevitable that there 
is unrest ahead. ‘““Acquaintance” must include more 
than contacts with fine Christian men from another 
Church. We have the right to know why they have 
condoned the Auburn Affirmationists. We have the 
right to ask why they are unwilling to acknowledge 
to their Sessions, or Presbyteries, their defection 
from evangelical doctrines, as our ministers have 
promised to do. We have a right to get acquainted 
with their New Curriculum which they have intro- 
duced into their Sunday Schools. 


Breakers Ahead!! Yes, probably heartbreak for 
some. Good men are diftering on points which, to 
both sides, seem vital. Those of us who believe a 
strong witness is needed at this very time cannot 
visualize the setting aside of these vital things for 
the sake of an uneasy peace. On the other hand, 
those who envision a great united Church (which 
logic demands shall ultimately embrace all Chris- 
tian Churches), based on the lowest possible de- 
nominator of “loyalty” to Jesus Christ, will not 
easily be dissuaded trom their intention to force 
union at the earliest possible date. 


lt is a time when we all need to pray as never 

before that God shall pour out His Spirit on the 

Church and revive us all. Certainly we all can 

agree that the Church lacks power in this distraught 

world. Regaining this power is not predicated either 

on union or on continued separation. It must come 
solely from the Holy Spirit poured out on us all. 
—L.N.B. 
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The Secret Of 
Church Growth 


The Methodist Bishops, in their joint address to 
their Church’s General Conference in San Fran- 
cisco, called attention to the fact that the so-called 
Protestant sects which once made their appeal to 
the socially-disadvantaged are now attracting a 
larger number of middle-class families. These sects 
were identified as those “of an intensely evangelistic 
type, strongly Bible-centered and frequently apo- 
calyptic, emphasizing the Second Coming of 
Christ.” 


But the Bishops were interested in the explana- 
tion of the “phenomenal growth of these small con- 
servative groups.’’ Concerning that, they asked: “Is 
their secret not to be found in their zeal for God 
and their Church, their increasing evangelistic 
fervor, their response to Bible-centered preaching, 
their tie-up of emotion with religious experience, 
their unquestioning acceptance of certain funda- 
mental doctrinal emphases, and last of all, their al- 
most universal expectation and _ requirement of 
tithing upon the part of all their membership ?” 


This is a very significant statement to come from 
the leaders of the largest Protestant denomination 
in America. It shows that they are not unaware of 
the real problem and weakness in large parts of 
Protestantism. Almost wistfully they compare these 
characteristics with those of early Methodism, and 
the names of John Wesley and Francis Asbury. It 
also shows that they realize that the secret to church 
life and growth lies not in more organizational ma- 
chinery or finer methods, but in the manifestations 
of a New Testament Christianity. 


But the Bishops are not quite ready to adopt this 
“secret.” They go on to say: “Without doubt they 
have their weaknesses and shortcomings, and few 
among us would want to work over Methodism 
into the conservative pattern of these religious en- 
thusiasts. But we are not as smart as we think if we 
do not seek to learn from them the basis of re- 
ligious response among the common people and ad- 
just our approach to their felt need. If we do not, 
we have forgotten the stories of George Whitefield 
and John Wesley and Francis Asbury.” The 
Bishops have laid bare the pathetic condition of 
much of Protestantism. There is a segment of Pro- 
testantism that looks with wonder and secret long- 
ing upon the unusual growth and life evident in 
some of the newer religious groups, but are horrified 
at the suggestion that they should themselves adopt 
either their conservative theology or their religious 
enthusiasm. It is only a few years ago that many of 
them were maintaining that such spiritual vitality 
was impossible in this scientific age. Now that it 
has become evident in other groups they desire it 
for themselves, but the price is really too high. But 
now they have an idea. Maybe they can get this re- 
ligious response from the common people without 


using “the conservative pattern of these religious 
enthusiasts.” 


We set it forth as our firm conviction that while 
many of these “small conservative groups” have 
“their weaknesses and shortcomings” (as all of us 
do!), the real reason for their phenomenal growth 
is that they accept the authority of the Scriptures 
(without benefit of Biblical criticism) and preach 
faithfully the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We believe 
that their growth has been accentuated by the spir- 
itual sterility in many Protestant churches brought 
about by a faith-destroying Biblical criticism and 
rejection of the supernatural. We believe that it is 
impossible to build a true Christian Church without 
a New Testament message and power. The “basis 
of religious response”’ is to present the truth of sal- 
vation as found in the Bible to meet the “felt need”’ 
in the hearts of men. 


What we need is New Testament Christianity. 
It has come to revival again and again in history, 
out of periods of formalism and apostasy. The Re- 
formation, the Wesleyan Revival in England, the 
Revival in the Netherlands, and religious awaken- 
ings in America, were all essentially a return to 
New Testament Christianity. There are stirrings 
in America that reveal the same direction and pas- 
sion. Let us thank God for every group that seeks 
to bring about a return to New Testament Chris- 
tianity, and let us emulate them in that return. 

—THr CHurcH 
May 23, 1952. 


The National Council 
Of Churches 


As a member of the National Council of Churches 
ot Christ in the U.S. A., the Southern Presbyterian 
Church is being committed to policies, activities and 
objectives that are contrary to the constitution of 
our church. No one can successfully deny this state- 
ment. It is also true, as stated by 2 to 1 vote of our 
1950 General Assembly, that the leaders of the 
National Council of Churches have “expressed 
opinions, issued statements and advocated policies 


tending toward political socialism in this country 


and contrary to our time-honored principles of free 
enterprise and representative democracy, which this 
General Assembly believes to be totally at variance 
with the beliefs of our people.” 


All of the policies of the Council are determined 
by designated representatives ot the constituting 
member-denominations. The decision of these rep- 
resentatives constitute the official policies, acts and 
objectives of the Council. Even though the position 
taken with reference to any specific issue may not 
be supported by all designated representatives, the 
majority rules; therefore, it is not possible for the 
Southern Presbyterian Church to disassociate her- 
self from the deliverance or action of the powerful 
General Board that requires a quorum of only 20 
members. In other words, it is possible for 20 mem- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


sevi 

P re 

me 

ia 

Ca 

Cal 

act 

OU 

eT! 

au 

th 

ch 

ti 

Wi 

sO 

th 

th 

( 

\ 

R 

aA 

le 

\ 

I 

\ 

\ 

S 


bers of the General Board to speak for more than 
seven hundred thousand members of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church and approximately 3! million 
members of other Protestant Churches and approxi- 
mately 2 million members of Eastern Orthodox 


Catholic Churches. 


The only way the Southern Presbyterian Church 
can disassociate herself from policies, statements, 
activities and objectives of the National Council of 
Churches is for a majority of the commissioners at 
our General Assembly to vote in favor of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church’s withdrawing from the 
National Council of Churches. This would also 
automatically withdraw our church as a member of 
the World Council of Churches—another super- 
church organization that at its permanent organiza- 
tion meeting in Amsterdam in August, 1948, plainly 
went on record in favor of some form of national 
socialism. 

Under a San Francisco, April 25, 1952 date line, 
the Mavor of San Francisco is quoted as urging 
the trustees of the San Francisco War Memorial 
Opera House to ban a Paul Robeson concert. The 
Mayor branded the Negro singer as a “notorious 
consort of the Communists.” This is the same Paul 
Robeson whom the Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council highly praised in the Federal Coun- 
cil publication “We Belong to the Brotherhood’ — 
a youth pamphlet prepared by the Department of 
Race Relations. I quote the following from the 
introduction of the pamphlet: ‘The aspirations ot 
America’s minorities can be summed up in Paul 
Robeson’s phrase, ‘a desire to belong’.” The youth 
pamphlet encourages students in colleges to form 
local units of the National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People. 


Our two representatives to the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Federal Council were present at the 
meeting of the Executive Committee when the 
youth pamphlet “We Belong to the Brotherhood” 
was officially approved for publication. 

‘The Federal Council’s Biennial Report of 1948, 
page 105, under the heading “International Justice 
and Goodwill,” shows that Alger Hiss was Chair- 
man of a special committee of the Federal Council. 
‘The report of this committee was approved by the 
Federal Council’s Executive Committee at its meet- 
ing in Atlanta on January 13, 1948. This is the 
same Alger Hiss who was convicted as a perjurer 
and betrayer of his nation and passer of Secret in- 
formation to Russian hands. 

No one can disprove the fact that many of the 
leaders of the National Council of Churches are 
theological liberalsk—men who deny vital Christian 
doctrines. Nor can anyone disprove the fact that 
many of the leaders of the Council believe in some 
form of national socialism. These liberal leaders 
are all powerful in forming the policies and objec- 
tives of the National Council of Churches. May | 
repeat that the activities and objectives of these 
leaders of the Council are by the consent of the 
majority of the constituting member-denominations. 


JUNE 4.1952 


All church officers and all other members of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church should give prayer- 
tul thought to the question: “Can our church re- 
main in fellowship with a man-made super-organi- 
zation like the National Council of Churches and 
escape the responsibility for such sinful fellowship?” 


—L.F.F. 


Report Of The 
Moderator 


Almost a year has passed since | was elected 
Moderator at the Orlando Meeting of the General 
Assembly. During that time I have visited all but 
two of the Synods and have had more than 150 ap- 
pointments. In addition my Jomt Moderator and 
Vice-Moderators have helped with meetings which 
| could not attend and have had invitations on their 
own account. They have been valuable to me as 
consultants on many of the problems of the year. 


| have been astonished at the amount of corre- 
spondence which comes to the desk of the Moder- 
ator. While some of the letters and some of the 
many interviews are about trifling or very personal 
matters, one must be impressed with the widespread 
interest of our people in the general work of the 


Church. 


One of the best impressions of the year has been 
the growing importance of work by men. Visitation 
evangelism, vigorous support for the regular causes, 
opening new Sunday Schools and increased giving 
have been evident in all our Synods in the efforts 
of men. 


‘There is a remarkable development in building 
in all places where | have gone, new sanctuaries, 
additional facilities tor educational work and chapel 
or outpost developments being included almost 
everywhere. It is gratifying, too, that such building 
expenditures do not seem to have lessened the sup- 
port of benevolent causes. 


The Tithing Adventure, under the leadership of 
our late great leader, Clarence Johnson, has proved 
to be a great success in the life of our denomination, 
though the immediate results in the Program of 
Progress did not measure up to our expectations. 


During the year, | have had many contacts with 
Synods or groups or individual leaders of the Pres- 
byterian Church in U.S.A., the United Presbyterian 
Church, and the Associate Reformed Presbyterians. 
These have been cordial and helpful relations. My 
last official meeting as scheduled is to address the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
U.S.A. as a Fraternal Delegate from our own 
Church. 


1 look forward to the meeting of our General 
Assembly in Charleston, W. Va., on June 5, with 
the belief that our Church is ready for a great for- 
ward movement for Christ, and with the prayer 
that His will may be done in all that lies ahead. 

—James Ross 
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An Editorial Look At 
Some Overtures 


1. The Presbytery of Durant overtures the General Assembly 
as follows: 

The General Assembly is asked to make the following de- 
liverance: 

The General Assembly is the only organization composed of 
representatives of the whole Presbyterian Church, U. S., and is 
the highest judicatory of the Church; 

Therefore, no other person, agency or organization is in a 
position to represent the whole membership of the Church and is 
not authorized to represent, or speak for, the whole Church, 
except as specifically instructed by the General Assembly. 


Comment: We sincerely hope this is approved 
and that it is observed in the future, by our own 
Permanent Committees and by the National Chris- 
tian Council. 


2. The Presbytery of East Alabama respectfully overtures 
the General Assembly as follows: 

Wheras, in the Presbyterian system of church government the 
office of Ruling Elder is held in high esteem, and worthy of 
honor, and, 

Whereas, often he becomes unable to perform the duties of a 
Ruling Elder owing to infirmity of one kind or another, and 

Whereas, this condition tends to produce the feeling that he 
is negligent of his duties, and to cast a burden of uneasiness, 
even, perhaps, of guilt, upon him, and 

Whereas, there is now no provision for retiring Ruling 
Elders to a position of honor in recognition of their past ser- 
vices, 

Therefore, the Presbytery of East Alabama overtures the 
General Assembly to study this matter with a view to making 
provision for the Session of the local Church, at its own dis- 
cretion, to elect such Ruling Elders to the position of Elder 
Emeritus, or some similar designation of honor. 


Comment: If this is fairly administered it could 
be a good thing. If it is used as an excuse to elimi- 
nate older elders of somewhat impaired health it 
would prove unfortunate. 


6. Wuereas: |. The article in the Apostles’ Creed, “He de- 
scended into Hell,” is confusing to many of our people. 

2. The article is not essential to salvation. 

3. The Presbyterian Hymnal has omitted the article. 

4. The interpretation of the article according to the answer 
to Question 50 of the Larger Catechism is covered adequately by 
the succeeding article: “The third day He rose again from the 
dead.”’ 

5. The omission of the article and its omission from the 
answer to Question 50 of the Larger Catechism would not 
change essentially the answer to the Question: “Wherein con- 
sisted Christ’s humiliation after His death?” 

Therefore, the Presbytery of Fayetteville respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly: 

1. To omit the words from the answer to Question 50 of 
the Larger Catechism: “Which hath otherwise been expressed in 
the phrase, ‘He descended into Hell.’ ” 

2. To continue to print the article in the Apostles’ Creed in 
the back of the Confession of Faith with an explanation of our 
Church’s interpretation of it at the bottom of the page; but that 
it also be stated that use of the article in affirmation of faith be 
optional. 


Comment: With the increasing tendency to deny 
that there is such a thing as hell or eternal punish- 
ment on the one hand, and to explain away our 
Lord’s vicarious and substitutionary sacrifice for 
our sins on the other, this demands CAREFUL study. 


8. In order to display the unity inherent in the Presbyterian 
system and to enable our Church to keep faith with sister 
churches in the matter of comity arrangements, the Presbytery 
of Dallas respectfully overtures the General Assembly to take 
proper steps so as to include the following as a part of the 
Book of Church Order: 

For the purpose only of locating a new Church or re- 
locating an existing Church, no real property shall be acquired 
or disposed of by a particular Church or agency of a Church or 
Churches without the written permission of the Presbytery, 
transmitted through the Session of a particular Church or the 
Extension Committee of the Presbyterv. 


Comment: This should be declined. It would 
deny to an individual congregation its inherent 
right to own, acquire or dispose of its own property 
and, whether intended or not, is another step look- 
ing towards the centralization of power in higher 
church courts. 


13. The Presbytery of East Arkansas overtures the General 
Assembly to make provision so that a minister of the U.S.A. 
Church serving a federated U. S. and U.S.A. Congregation, may 
also become a member of the U. S. Presbytery within the bounds 
of which he serves. 


Comment: Vhis would make a minister the mem- 
ber of two separate Presbyteries in two different 
churches. Wise ? 


1s. ‘The Presbytery of Potomac respecttully overtures the 
General Assembly to amend the Book of Church order as 
tollows: 


PARAGRAPH 4: 

Ministers whe are in good and regular standing in the Pres 
byterian Church in the U. 8S. and who are seeking admission t 
nother Presbytery shall be required to sign a transcribed copy 
of the obligations required of ministers at their ordination. This 


torm shall be transcribed in a convenient part of the Book otf 


Records and shall be subscribed te by all admitted to member 
ship: “I, A. B., do sincerely receive and subscribe to the above 
obligation as a just and true exhibition of my faith and prin- 
ciples, and do resolve and promise to exercise my ministry in 
conformity thereunto.” 


Comment: This should be approved. 


PARAGRAPH 75: 

Ministers seeking admission to a Presbytery from other de- 
nominations, shall be examined on experimental religion and 
also touching their views in theology, the sacraments and 
church government, and required to present evidence of having 
obtained a baccalaureate degree or its equivalent from a stan- 
dard, four-year college or university, together with a theological 
degree or its equivalent from a theological seminary approved 
by the Presbytery and requiring not less than three vears’ work 
in residence for the conferring of such theological degree, and 
to answer in the affirmative the questions put to candidates at 
their ordination. 


Comment: This would exclude from our denomi- 
nation because of deficient academic training, some 
who might prove most welcome additions. The way 
should always be left open to receive those who 
have proven by their ministry that God has called 
them and is blessing their work. This most certainly 
should be voted down. 


23. The Synod of Tennessee respectfully overtures that no 
additional fund-raising campaign of an Assembly-wide nature 
be launched prior to January 1, 1954, to provide an opportunity 
for Synods and Presbyteries to clean up present campaigns and 
such other campaigns as may need to be launched on these 
levels. 
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Comment: Approval of all campaigns should de- 
pend .on the individual merits in each case. Would 
it be wise for the General Assembly to close the 
door without consideration of possible future neces- 
sities ? 


24. The Presbytery of East Alabama respectfully overtures 
the General Assembly as tollows: 

Since stewardship is our obligation to God, and believing 
that sales, bazaars and the like tend to cheapen the exercise of 
this obligation and frequently transfers the financial burden of 
the Church to the shoulders of disinterested persons, thereby 
weakening our sense of service, sacrifice and usefulness to God; 

We hereby overture the General Assembly to give a statement 
of proper methods for raising money and worshipping God as 
good stewards in the Presbyterian Church. 


Comment: This is long over due. Nothing de- 
grades the spiritual influence of a church more than 
to make the basis of giving something to be re- 
ceived in return. 


25. The Presbytery of Southwest Georgia respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly: 

1. To clarify to the Church that the whole tithe should be 
given to Christ through His Church. 

2. That in the light of the following facts, the General 
Council of our Assembly be instructed to disseminate on tithing 
only literature that teaches tithing as giving one-tenth of our 
income to the Lord through His Church: 

a. The Bible teaches that the tithe was given through the 
Church of the living God, the same in all ages. It was prac- 
ticed by Abraham, codified by Moses, declared by the prophets,, 
approved by Jesus, and confirmed by the Apostles, 

h. The early church fathers so interpreted the tithe. 

c. Apart from the Church, the only organism which God has 
been pleased to call His Body, there is no institution which has 
lawful authority to handle our Lord’s money. 

d. Our people need to be protected from the false and com- 
promising position that one’s tithe may be given to any good 
cause even though that cause does not acknowledge the Lordship 
of Christ and even though it may bring no honor to His name. 

e. The manifold charities of the Church, such as orphanages, 
missions, hospitals, etc., suffer from lack of money while some 
members give all, or a part of their tithe to secular charity under 
the false assumption that the Church has withdrawn from the 
tield of charity. 

f. It is wrong for any portion of the Lord’s money to be 
otherwise spent or contributed while the work of His Church 
languishes for lack of funds. 


Comment: This is contrary to Deut. 26:12-13- 
14+. To the tither is given the right to give, as led 
by the Spirit, to the “Levite, the stranger, the 
fatherless, and the widow.” That the tithe usually 
goes through the Church is assumed but mot neces- 
sarily, This overture must be declined, 


29. Whereas, there is a strong and continuing sentiment 
throughout the Assembly for the participation of the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. in the, fnterdenominational Christian University 
in Japan, and 

Whereas, the inspiration for the establishment of this uni- 
versity came from the bosom of our own Southern Presbyterian 
Church, and 

Whereas, this university is supported by the leading denom- 
inations in the United States with whom we are accustomed to 
cooperate on the home front, and 

Whereas, support of the Interdenominational Christian Uni- 
versity in Japan would greatly strengthen the cause of Foreign 
Missions among the oncoming generation who will soon assume 
the responsibility for continuing and extending the missionary 
enterprise of our Church, and to whom it has become a symbol! 


JUNE 4, 1952 


1s to the policies which our Church intends to follow on the 
Foreign Mission field, 

Therefore, the Presbytery of East Hanover respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly 

1. To permit the Rev. John A. MacLean, D. D., a member 
of the Foundation, having recently returned from Japan, to 
speak for at least thirty minutes on the subject. 
2. ‘To instruct its Board of Foreign Missions to give 


positive support to this great educational venture. 


Comment: If the J.1.-C.U. is a symbol of For- 
eign Mission policy to our young people it is be- 
cause of continued agitation by its proponents. The 
Board of World Missions has given most careful 
consideration to all of the implications involved and 
has declined to participate for sound reasons. Two 
General Assemblies have studied this matter in de- 
tail and have sustained the action of the Board. 
There is no objection to hearing Dr. MacLean 
but for the Assembly to approve this overture as a 
whole would prove a most serious mistake. 


33. The Presbytery of Florida earnestly overtures the Gen- 
eral Assembly to instruct the Board of Education to revise our 
Sunday School literature wherever necessary to conform more 
closely to the doctrinal standards of our Church, specifically; 

|. To emphasize the authenticity of the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God and the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

2. To emphasize the necessity of regeneration for individual 
salvation. 

3. To emphasize the centrality of the vicarious atonement 
ot Christ as the only basis of justification with God. 

4. ‘To emphasize the prime importance of the revelation 
ot God in the Bible rather than the materials of His general 
revelation in nature. 


Comment: This overture is thoroughly justified 
and should be passed. 


‘+. Because of the increasing tendency among candidates 
tor the ministry, under care of our presbyteries, to attend col- 
leges and seminaries during their preparation for the ministry 
which are out of harmony with the doctrines and teachings of 
the Presbyterian Church U. S.; 

Because the ministerial history of most of these candidates 
atter their ordination into the ministry of our Church evidence 
the training, views, and schismatic spirit of the colleges and/or 
seminaries attended, bringing disharmony into our churches and 
presbyteries, therefore: 

The Presbytery of St. Johns respectfully overtures the Gen- 
eral Assembly to clarify Chapter XXII of the Book of Church 
Order, paragraph 109, pertaining to the authority of the pres- 
bytery as to the candidates’ preparatory training for the ministry 
particularly in the matter of giving counsel and guidance in 
regard to the institutions of learning Ae should attend, and the 
course of action which the presbytery should pursue in the case 
‘t+ candidates who do not accept the counsel and guidance of 
the Presbytery concerning the institutions of learning in prep- 
aration for the ministry; and that the General Assembly pro- 
vide or have prepared a list of approved colleges and seminaries 
other than those of our own denomination, and/or establish the 
basis upon which approval might be made by the presbyteries. 


Comment: This overture casts serious reflection 
on many men now serving our Church at home and 
abroad. It is entirely too sweeping in its preliminary 
statement. The fitness, or otherwise, of our min- 
isters and prospective ministers should be deter- 
mined by their own beliefs, not by the institutions 
they may have attended. This overture is a two- 
edged sword which will cut two ways. It should be 
rejected. 


. 


40. The Presbstery of Meridian respectfully overtures the 
General Assembly to withdraw from the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America. 


Comment: The General Assembly will probably 
decline to approve of this overture and the National 
Council will continue to gradually increase its dom- 
ination of the lite of the Church. Already programs, 
directives and news releases are pouring from this 
“Protestant Vatican” in increasing volume. 


47. The Synoi of Tennessee respecttully overtures the 
following: Whereas. !lontreat College is a presbyterian institu- 
tion of the Genera! Assembly; and Whereas, the development 
of Montreat College to an accredited institution depends more 


upon finances than upon any other one thing; and Whereas, 
Montreat College, being an Assemb!) institution, must look 
to the General Assembly for its support; Therefore, the Synod 
of Tennessee respectfully overtures the General Assembly to 
provide adequate support tor Montreat College. 


Montreat College: Vhe Synods of Alabama, Ap- 
palachia, Florida, Georgia, “orth Carolina, South 
Carolina and Tennessee all unite in overturing the 
General Assembly to adequatel, support Montreat 
College. We know of no institution within the 
bounds of our Church more worthy of support or 
more needing such support and we earnestly hope 
that it will be given. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JUNE 15 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Obligation To Be Truthful 


Scripture: Exodus 20:16; Mark 7:14-23; 
John 18:15-27. Devotional Reading: Philip- 
pians 2:1-11. 


Lies, talse witness, “Propaganda,” (in the bad sense)—these are upsetting the world and keepiny it in 
a state of nervous tension, of strife and confusion. In former ages lies could circulate but slowly, mainly 
by one person passing them on to another. The written lie was not so common, although writing was known. 
When the printing-press was invented, books and papers and magazines multiplied, and falsehoods could be 
spread more quickly, and to more people. Satan took advantage of this, as he does of all inventions, and 


many misleading and vicious books were published. 
In our modern world with its thousands of broad- 
casting stations, and millions of radios and listeners, 
lies can be circulated like disease germs. It is no 
wonder that our world is confused, suspicious, un- 
believing, and filled with nervous tension. The 
Chinese Communist radio is blasting forth charges 
that we are spreading disease germs in North Ko- 
rea, and is accusing us of every crime known to 
men. The Moscow radio is sending out the same 
kind of reports. Is it surprising that these people 
hate us? 


We have our “Voice of America,’ but how can 
the people of China, of Russia, of India, of the 
Middle East know that our “voice” is true and 
the others false? We are by no means spotless our- 
selves, for there is much lying here in our land. If 
all the radios of the world would broadcast only 
the truth for one day we might get started on the 
road to mutual understanding, and to world peace. 
If Pilate could say cynically, ‘What is truth,” are 
not the masses of men and women in all lands ex- 
cusable, when they ask the same question? These 
people can well say, How can I know who is tell- 
ing the truth? The devil, who is a liar from the 
beginning, and wicked men, are filling the atmos- 
phere of the world with thick clouds of lies. 
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Here in our own land where it ought to be pos- 
sible to hear and know the truth, conditions are 
deplorable. We have many men in public life vir- 
tually calling each other liars, and we “take with 
a grain of salt” nearly everything we read or hear. 
In the courts, where witnesses are sworn to tell 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, many refuse to testify, and many others are 
guilty of perjury. Two of these witnesses contra- 
dicted each other so clearly in a recent investigation, 
that a grand jury is expected to be called upon to 
decide which one was telling the truth. 


Satan was the first liar; he is called the “father 
of lies.” The lie he told to Eve in the garden of 
Eden upset the world, and he has been very busy 
ever since seeing that the minds of men are plenti- 
fully provided with falsehoods: The god of this 
world has blinded the minds of those that believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Jesus 
Christ should shine into them. This blinding is seen 
in many fields of learning, but most of all in the 
spiritual realm. The devil desires to shut out the 
truth about sin, and salvation. It is in the tield of 
religion that men have been most terribly deceived 
and confused. 
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Jesus said, “I am the Truth.” He said also, “Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.”’ It would be well to read John 8:12-58 in 
connection with our lesson for today. “Beeause | 
tell you the truth, ve will not believe me.” The 
world seems to love a lie; this is a part of our “total 
depravity.” 


l. The Commandment: “Thou shalt not bear 
false witness against thy neighbor” 


Exodus 20:16. 


It would be hard to say which one of the Ten 
Commandments is most frequently and flagrantly 
violated. As I go from one to the other I feel like 
saying, this is the outstanding sin of America. All 
the ten are being broken in a most terrible way. 
Recently some facts have come to light which would 
lead me to say that perjury ts certainly one of our 
most prevalent sins. It used to be true that we could 
depend upon testimony given under oath, but now 
there is always a question mark. Has the witness 
told the truth? 


Bearing false witness, deliberately lying on the 
witness stand, is so common that we seem to take 
it for granted. It is hard to convict a man of per- 
jury. Frequently it is just one person’s word against 
another. The judge, the lawyers, and the jury know 
that one of the witnesses is lying, is bound to be, 
but which one? 


Cjod demands justice. Our courts are supposed to 
see that justice is meted our impartially; that the 
yuilty are punished, and the innocent protected. 
‘Testimony is very vital; at the mouth of two or 
three witnesses, the truth is to be established. If 
the witnesses lie, then, unless their falsehood is 
detected, and the truth established in some other 
way, justice is defeated. 


This is what makes this particular form of lying 
so heinous. Some lies do not result in a miscarriage 
of justice. In the case of Nadab and his vineyard, 
false witnesses were hired by queen Jezebel, and 
the innocent man was stoned. The awful death of 
the wicked queen was a just punishment for such 
a crime, 


This is not the only way in which we can bear 
false witness against our neighbor. We can injure 
his good name by gossip and slander, forms of un- 
truth which are very common. 


God has a great deal to say about lying: “Lying 
lips are an abomination to the Lord.” “Thou shalt 
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destroy them that speak leasing (lies).” A false 
witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speak- 
eth lies shall perish.” One of the seven sins, or 
abominations, which the wise man mentions in 
Proverbs 6:16-19 is “a false witness that speaketh 
lies.’ There are three striking instances of false 
witness : 


(1) Against Jesus, (Matthew 26:59, 60). 
(2) Against Stephen, (Acts 6:13). 
(3) Against Paul, (Acts 24:5, 25:7). 


Il. “Out of the Heart of Men” 
Mark 7:21 

(See Matthew 15:19, 

where “false witness” is 
specihcally mentioned ). 


This sin of false witness, or lying, comes from 
the heart, as do all the other sins mentioned by 
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Mark in this selection. The parallel passage from 
Matthew lists it along with the others. “For from 
within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an 
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these 
evil things come from within, and defile the man.” 
Jesus tells His disciples that the things which defile 
a man come from within, from the heart; they are 
not external, like eating with unwashed hands, but 
internal. Lying lips reveal a false heart. ‘““He that 
speaketh the truth in his heart,” is the man who 
can stand before God. 


Since this is true, what a revelation we have of 
the inward corruption of America! Outwardly we 
are a civilized, educated, cultured nation, but un- 
derneath this thin veneer we have a rotten heart, an 
awful cancer that is spreading into all our political, 
social, business and religious life. Much that is 
being taught in our colleges is false. The ruin of 
Germany started in her colleges and universities. 
It was here that unbelief sapped her spiritual power, 
and the lying lips of professors with their false 
philosophy of life instilled the poison that corrupted 
her life. The Germany of Martin Luther became 
the Germany of Hitler through false teaching, false 
witness to the truths of the gospel. Let us in Amer- 
ica learn our lesson. We will reap what is sown 
in our schools and colleges. 


The cure for this sin, as for all other sins, is to 
have our hearts—the whole inner man—cleansed, 
No outward washing will do: we will have to be 
washed in the precious blood of Jesus Christ; 
washed with the waters of the Word; made clean 
through the power of the Spirit: in other words, be 
“born again!” 


III. “Peter Then Denied Again’’: 
John 18:27 


The sad story of Peter’s denial is familiar to us 
all. There were several steps which led up to it: a 
self-confidence which manifested itself in the boast, 
Though all forsake thee, yet will not I.’’ Then, a 
failure to watch and pray. If Peter had prayed and 
watched with Jesus in the garden, he might not 
have failed Him in the judgment hall. 
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It was a three-fold lying. It was evidence of 
cowardice, a weakness which was inexcusable, but 
all too common. Peter repented with tears, and 
proved himself a hero later. Have we always been 
true to Him when we were in the midst of His 
enemies? If not, have we, too, repented with tears? 
It would be good for each of us to examine our- 
selves before we condemn this disciple. Peter was 
given strength to be firm and fearless, to obey God 
rather than men; to face death. He was fully re- 
stored to his place among the apostles, his place of 
leadership. 


There are many ways in which we can bear false 
witness before a world that may not kill us, but 
will mock and be indifferent. Our lives may “give 
the lie’ to our profession. Let us not merely say, 
Lord, Lord, but do those things that please Him. 
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Take Thou Our Minds 


It is a common expression, “He has a mind of his own!” By it we mean that the individual under dis- 
cussion thinks for himself. Sometimes it is intended as a compliment, but often quite the contrary is meant, 
for the expression is used to describe stubborness and rebelliousness of spirit. In the Scriptures the natural, 
or carnal, mind is just such a mind. One that thinks for itself, without regard to the will of God, and re- 
fuses to be guided by the counsel of the Lord. Paul describes it thus, “The carnal mind is enmity against 


God : for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be.”’ By nature we are the “children of 
wrath,” enemies of God, rebellious and self-willed, 
with a mind of our own. What we need ts a change 
of mind, that we may have the mind of God for 
our lives. 


Sometimes today we still hear the word “repent,” 
but too often its meaning is not understood. It 
comes from the Greek word which Thayer tells us 
means a change of mind; “to change one’s mind for 
the better, heartily to amend -with abhorrence of 
one’s past sins.” 


Often we understand repentance to mean that 
we are sorry for our sins; that tears of grief are 
shed because of shame and guilt. It doesn’t mean 
that at all. One can be sorry for sins for which they 
must pay without having a change of mind with 
regard to the sins. “Godly sorrow worketh re- 
pentance to salvation not to be repented of, but the 
sorrow of the world worketh death.” Godly sorrow 
may father repentance, but just sorrow without re- 
pentance worketh death. 


In a word, to repent means to change your mind 
about sin; to quit it! To turn from it unto the 


Lord. 


The natural mind is not subject to the law of 
(god, and cannot be. But of the believing mind 
God says: “I will put my laws into their mind, and 
write them in their hearts: and | will be to them a 
(sod, and they shall be to me a people.” The 
changed mind will delight to do the will of God; 
while the mind of the flesh, or the self-mind, will 
continue to rebel against the will of God. 


As we put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and are born of the Spirit of God, the Spirit dwells 
within us to be our teacher and our guide, and to 
give us the mind of Christ. He it is who writes 
upon our minds the law of God, and as we let Him 
take our minds, presenting ourselves fully to His 
will, He leads us to walk “not after the Mesh, but 
after the Spirit,” in the pathway of obedience and 
service. 


Paul appeals to our hearts in a striking exhorta- 
tion: “Let this mind be in you which was also in 


Christ Jesus.”” He challenges us to no longer have - 
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a mind of our own, but have the mind of Christ! 
It was the delight of the Son to do the will of the 
Father, and in so doing the Father’s will He 
emptied himself, and became a servant, “obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross.” 


“If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, 
if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any compassions and mercies, fulfil ye my 
joy, that ve be likeminded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be 
done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem other better than them- 
selves.”” Let the very mind of Christ be in you! A 
mind of love! A mind of unity! A mind of peace! 
A mind of humility! 


Such a mind can only come from God. It is not 
the ‘“‘natural’’ mind, but the “spiritual” mind that 
is pleasing to the Lord. However brilliant our 
minds may be; however thoroughly they may be 
trained; however successful they mav enable us to 
become; however productive even of works in the 
fields of art, literature, or science; they will never 
be pleasing unto God. Only the mind that is trans- 
formed and renewed by the grace of God will be 
regarded favorably by Him. 


“To he carnally minded is death; but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace.”’ 


Take our minds, © Christ, we pray; 
And give Thine own in stead; 

That we may walk in Thine own way; 
By Thine own Spirit led. 


CORRECTION 
On the cover of last week’s JOURNAL a 
picture of Sherrill’s Ford Presbyterian 
Church was incorrectly identified as 
the Shearer Presbyterian Church. 
Other facts mentioned in the caption, 
however, did concern the Sherrill’s 
Ford Presbyterian Church. 
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U.S.A. Assembly Elects 
Missions Head Moderator 


The Rev. Hermann Nelson Morse, general sec- 
retary of the Board of National Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., has been elected 
moderator of the Church’s 164th General Assembly. 


The moderator was sponsored by the Presbytery 
of Fort Smith, Ark. 

Dr. Morse has been identified with Presbyterian 
home missions since 1912, when, following his ordi- 
nation to the ministry, he served for a year (1912- 
13) as a special investigator of what was then called 
the Board of Home Missions. In 1913-14 he was 
secretary of the Bennington (Vt.) Improvement 
Association, and in 1914 he returned to the board, 
becoming associate director for its country church 
work, | 

He continued in this position until 1918, when 
he became director of research and publicity of the 
board. 

In 1923 he became director of budget and re- 
search, and recording secretary, of the board. He 
became administrative secretary in 1938, and on 
the retirement of Dr. E. Graham Wilson as gen- 
eral secretary, in 1948, succeeded to his office. 

He has been particularly active in the Home 
Missions Council of North America (now the Di- 
vision of Home Missions of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., of which he is 


the chairman). 


In 1928-30 he was director of surveys of the 
Home Missions Council and from 1945 to 1947 he 
was president of the Council. He contributed to 
the organization of the National Council of 
Churches, in which 29 communions and eight inter- 
denominational agencies were joined. Dr. Morse 
served as a member of the Planning Committee of 
the Council from the beginning of the committee in 
1941, and at the constituting convention in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, was acting chairman of the committee. 
Dr. Morse was elected as one of the four vice- 
presidents of the Council at the Cleveland Con- 
vention. 


Dr. Morse was born in Ludington, Mich., Sep- 
tember 29, 1887, the son of Hermann Nelson and 
Sarah (Smith) Morse. He was graduated from 
Alma College, Alma, Mich., in 1908. He received 
his theological training at Union Theological Sem- 
inary, New York, and was given a diploma by that 
institution in 1911. He studied at Columbia Uni- 
versity 1908-12. Alma College conferred the Doc- 
tor of Divinity degree on him in 1927, and Way- 
nesburg College, Waynesburg, Pa., conferred the 
degree of Doctor of Laws (LL.D.) on him in 1948. 
In 1913 Dr. Morse was united in marriage to Miss 
Florence Vorpe, of Van Wert, Ohio. They have 
two children, Sarah Frances and Warren Wilson. 

Dr. Morse is a member of the Quill Club and 
Aldine Club. He resides at 229 West 105th Street, 
New York, N. Y., and his office is at 156 Fifth 


Avenue, New York. 


14 


Our Presbyterian Mission Hospital at Chungju, Korea, 
note operating at maximum capacity. 


Does Korea Touch Your Heart? 


THREE WAYS YOU 


CAN GIVE 


The bitter distress that has settled over South 
Korea beggars description. History will show 
few instances where God's children have faced 
such a desperate situation. 

Our Korea Mission, with more than one thou- 
sand active Presbyterian churches and congre- 
gations in its territory, is doing all in its power 
to alleviate the dreadful suffering. Funds con- 
tributed to our Board of World Missions— 
through annuity-gifts, memorials, legacies and 
other ways---help sustain our efforts in Korea 
in this time of crisis. | 

If you are interested in having an active part 
in this work, let us explain one of these estab- 
lished plans of giving that have appealed to so 
many people: 

(1) Annuity-gifts, whereby you purchase 
an annuity for yourself or loved one 
with the money you give to Foreign 
Missions. 

(2) A Memorial Fund ... to a wife, hus- 
band, child or parent. 

(3) A legacy in your will. 

For full information on any of the above- 
mentioned plans, address: 


CURRY B. TREASURER 
Boarp or Missions 
Presevrenian in THe Unireo Smres 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, 
“To Foreign Missions a Share” 
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(Continued from Page 2) 


uation is intolerable and the wife 
must depart, “let her remain un- 
married.”’ Only in the case of de- 
sertion of “physical infidelity” by 
an unbelieving husband is_ she 
free. The Church ostensibly is re- 
sponsible only for CHRISTIAN 
marriages. The State can and will 
attend to all others. The “‘intoler- 
able situation’’ may lead one to 
feel neither forgiveness nor hope 
for a change of character by 
God’s Spirit, and therefore cease 
to pray. Faith in the Spirit’s 
power then takes flight. How can 
that faith then hold together 
under an unusual strain in an- 
other marriage? 


What, then, of the wronged 
partner, who, after years of tor- 
ment, must give up all hope of re- 
conciliation, repentance or of 
happiness? What of the children 
whose very life foundations are 
being broken beneath them? How 
about a home where marriage is 
“spiritually dead” because one 
partner is “‘non compos mentis,”’ 
or is a leper, or a confirmed in- 
valid? Suppose one partner is con- 
fined to a concentration camp in 
a foreign land for years? Do not 
these partners suffer an “impos- 
sible marriage’ that is “spirit- 
ually dead?’”’ Are they to have no 
relief—only those whose tempers 
or appetites are uncontrolable are 
free? Would not the “spirit of 
Jesus” allow re-marriage under 
some other circumstances than 
personal uncongeniality? (The 
Orient allows divorce if the wife 
is a leper, a tubercular patient, or 
who cannot “get along’ with 
mother-in-law). In focusing the 
attention upon divorce and the 
right to re-marry, could there be 
an over-emphasis upon sexual 
‘mis-mating’ and a bow to 
Freudism? 

3. Does not this report admit 
that, between Christians, there 
comes a time when God’s hand IS 
shortened that it cannot save? 
When faith in prayer, repentance, 
a change of character and an in- 
crease of temperance IS no 
longer possible, even to the Holy 
Spirit? If so, upon what grounds 
can one hope that there IS faith, 
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patience, self-control, or peni- 
tence enough for a second or 
third trial? Can a minister be so 
naive as to believe promises (or 
temporary behaviour) made under 
the impulse of a new romance, or 
that a “happy marriage’”’ will con- 
vert either man or woman? Most 
failures are due to head-strong 
selfishness, or a failure to “seek 
first the Kingdom of God.” Can a 
minister set himself as judge of 
another’s heart? An alcoholic will 
promise fervently never to indulge 
again, and so will an ill-tempered 
man or woman. Who knows what 
this person ‘by God’s help has be- 
come?’ Do not all intend and hope 
to do better in the future? No 
mere re-marriage will solve fund- 
amental defects of character. 

4. But, we are told, there is too 
much inconsistency in the practice 
of our ministers, taking such peo- 
ple into the Church, etc. Hence we 
must be “realistic.”” Will the 
change make for consistency? 
Will ANY law or action be con- 
sistently obeyed by those who do 
not WANT to do so? There are 
other flagrant sins which the 
Church fails to discipline, shall 
we therefore do away with the 
Law of God and depend upon the 
judgment of a man or men 
alone? The proposed action is 
unrealistic. Anyone who knows 
human nature knows that few 
ministers or Sessions are pre- 
pared to play Father Confessor, 
and that it would be not easy to 
resist the plea of a member who 
is prominent either socially or fi- 
nancially who wants to remarry, 
regardless of any evident change 
in character to guarantee ‘“‘suc- 
cess’’ next time. 

IT IS HARD to live alone. Ask 
the widows who have done so. Ask 
wives of service men held for 
years in concentration camps, 
without hope of release. Ask 
those whose partners have _ been 
mentally ill for years, Are not 
true Christians more anxious to 
please their Lord than to please 
self? 

5. The Lord “hates putting 
away’ and this is written all over 
His Word. Does the paragraph in 
Section VII of the report measure 
up to His high and uncompro- 
mising standards? It reads: “If 
the applicant has been clearly at 


fault in the break-up of the ear- 
lier marriage, or is found even to 
be chiefly at fault, the mere fact 
of previous guilt (however grie- 
vous) should not be held as a 
rigid or final disqualification for 
re-marriage under the auspices 
and with the sanction of the 
Church. Here, too, the minister 
should re-weigh, as of paramount 
importance, the quality of the ap- 
plicant’s faith, condition and pur- 
pose NOW (!) being mindful al- 
ways of the infinite mercy of God 
and careful never to hold against 
any honest child of God a sin 
which God Himself may have for- 
given and put behind Him for- 
ever.”’ 

The committee who has labour- 
ed long and hard may repudiate 
the above deductions and implica- 
tions, can they justify that repu- 
diation by the Word of God? 

For the “comfort” of the re- 
marrying, the civil courts are open 
and divorce is easy in most states. 
Why, then, must the Holy Bride 
of Christ be asked to place her 
blessing upon that which He so 
specifically condemns? Moses gave 
the civil “‘way out,” take it if you 
must, if hearts are “endangered” 
in their “physical, moral or spir- 
itual wellbeing,’ but do not ask 
the Church to repudiate His tea- 
ching. Rather, BELIEVE God can 
make the impossible possible, can 
still work spiritual miracles and 
answer prayer. Jesus said He can 
—let’s believe Him! 

Yours with a heart-ache. 

J. C. Crane. 
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